


Bissell Centre 

10527 96 St. (780) 423-2285 
Sundays, Noon - 1:30 p.m., sandwiches and 
snacks after church service 
Monday to Thursday, 10:30 a.m., sandwiches 
Tuesdays and Fridays, Noon — hot lunch for 
women 

Fridays, 9:45 a.m. — sandwiches 


Christ Church 
12116 102 Ave. (780) 488-1118 é 
5:30 pats meal every third Saturday of the 
mont 


Herb Jamieson Centre 

10014 105A Ave. (780) 429-3470 

Only for men who are not on assistance. If on 
assistance, they must get permission form their 
worker 

Monday to Friday — 7 to 7:45 breakfast 

Noon to 12:45 p.m. lunch 

5 to 5:45 p.m. supper 

11 to 11:45 a.m. brunch 

4 to 4:45 p.m. supper 


Edmonton Inner City Victory Church 
10665 98 St. 
Fridays, 7 to 8 meal 


House of Refuge Mission 
10339 95 St. 
Daily 8 p.m. meal 


Weekends 


_ J-Jireh Mission Soup Kitchen — East 
11905 82 St. (780) 489-9138 
Wednesdays and Sundays, 4 p.m. meal 


 J-Jireh Mission’ Sous Kitchen — West 
10137 150 St. (780) 489-9138 
- p.m. meal 


: 4 
- Sundays, 0 a.m. meal 







! 






Marian Centre =? 
10528 98 St. (780) 42: 
Daily except Wednesday» ’ : 
Noon to 12:45 p.m. meal © «| 

Closed from the 27th of each moiith, to re-open 
the first of next month 


Mustard Seed 

10636 96 St. (780) 426-5600 
Monday to Friday, 7 to 8 supper 
Zero tolerance of alcohol 


Chere Friendshi 

9526 106 Ave. (780) 429-2626 

Monday to Friday, 9 a.m. breakfast 

Monday to Sunday, Noon lunch 
5 p.m. supper for seniors 55 
and over only 


Red Road Healing Societ 

4225 118 Ave. (780) 471-3220 
Tuesdays and Thursdays, 5 p.m. meal 
Fridays, Noon to 1 p.m. soup and bannock 


River of Life Church 

11368 95 St. (780) 479-6762 

Ria eee and Fridays, 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
unc 


Robertson Wesley United Church 
10209 123 St (780) 482-1587 
Second Saturday of each month, 5 p.m. meal 


Sai Sadan 
9619 101 Ave. upstairs 
Wednesdays, 6 p.m. meal 


Salvation Army >, Pid 
9620 101A Ave. (780) 242-9222 - 
Fridays, 7:30 a.m. breakfast oe - 
St. Peter’s Lutheran Church ie 
9606 110 Ave. (780) 426-1122 

Tuesdays, Weoresuaye and Thursdays, 

7 to 9 a.m. breakfa : 


. 
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St. Faith’s Anglican 
SEI Z>- 95st. faen hall (780) 477-5931 
12-30 p.m. soup 

Saturdays 8:30 to 10 a.m. breakfast 

Third Friday of the month, 7:00 p.m. supper 


Victory Café and Soup Bar 
13411 Fort Road 
Monday, 5:30 to 6:45 meal 


Women’s Emergency Accommodation Centre 
9611 101A Ave. (780) 423-5302 

Meals for women staying at the shelter. If not, a 
bag lunch is given. 


Edmonton Orthodox Reformed Church 
11610 95A St. : 

Worship Services, LOAM & 6PM Sunday 
Mondays, 6:15 Youth Gym Night 
Thursdays, 6:15 Soup & Study — Free! 
Info: Pete Wright — 479-1860 
www.orcurc.org 


B's Diner 
100 Street and Whyte Avenue 
meals, Wednesdays 1 to 3 p.m. 


Jasper Place Health and Wellness Centre 
15210 Stony Plain Rd. 
meals - Mondays, 7 to 8 p.m. 





Free soup, sandwich and other food items at: 
One Accord Bible Fellowship Baptist Church 
10802 93 St. 

Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

425-6310 or 710-6311 
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Apathy is not the answer 


By Lindsay Clermont 


Edmontonians are happy with the city’s 
standard of living, and Edmonton’s projected 
future is bright, according to a survey by 
Canada West Foundation. Clearly they are 
missing a key demographic; a good part of the 
city (especially the more historic parts) is 
shrouded in the apparently ‘very dark and 
unfortunately secretive burden’ that is home- 
lessness. 

Increasingly, the homeless and underpriv- 
ileged are being swept under the rug like dust 
bunnies, and this report does a good job 
excluding the poor and homeless altogether. 

It is alarming to see on paper such a high 
percentage of the city declaring the spectacular 
state of living in Edmonton. Were those sur- 
veyed from ritzy west end communities? Also, 
many of the questions asked only had 
responses such as “strongly agree” and 
“somewhat agree”. The “disagree” factor is 
completely missing in some of the more key 
question, such as “City is very welcoming to 
other cultures” and “Immigration good for 
city.” The questions on population size are 
also missing a “disagree” section. Apparently 
every city except for Regina, which has the 
lowest “agree” percentage, has no problems 
with the population in their city. Participants 
were asked whether they “agree” or “dis- 
agree”, but any disagreeing has been omitted 
from a good chunk of the survey. Only 3,500 
people were surveyed, 500 each from 
Edmonton, Calgary, Greater Vancouver 
Region, Regina, Saskatoon, Greater Toronto 
Area. 

It’s common knowledge by now that a 
good portion of the provincial government 
turns its. oes up at anyone who can be 
defin And it’s truly saddening. 

— Hee are so simple and so acces- 
sible mee it makes me wonder what goes on 
in the brains of our elected officials to have 
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By Gail Kelly 


At noon on June 11, the Disability Action 
Force and friends gathered on the steps of the 
legislature where they spelled out the letters 
SOS within a house shape on the ground, some 
of them in their pajamas and sleeping bags. A 
large number of the protesters have disabilities 
and depend on Assured Income for the 
Severely Handicapped (AISH) to survive. The 
maximum AISH clients receive is $1,050 a 
month. Since the average provincial rent is 
$847 a month, with a one bedroom rental 
averaging $774, little more than $200 remains 
to secure food, utilities, transportation and 
other expenses. Inadequate support and rising 
housing cost forces people into unsafe and 
inappropriate housing. 

Many supporters, such as Lloyd Thornhill 
from the Disability Action Force, question why 
so many people stumble to afford homes in a 
province known for its affluence. 

According to the Edmonton Social Planning 
council, “Edmonton’s economy is booming. 
Welfare rolls have dropped by more than 
two-thirds in the past 15 years. Employment 
is at record levels, and there are growing 
labour shortages, yet, one in five Edmonton 
households is not able to afford basic necessi- 
ties.” 


all of these potential solutions shot down. Up 
until recently, the money was there, but it 
was being considered to be spent elsewhere 
on city entrance signs or art galleries - mate- 
rial things that shouldn’t normally come 
before the people. 

Thankfully, Mayor Mandel and Premier 
Ed Stelmach have delved into the city’s and 
province’s pockets to muster up some cash to 
build a good number of affordable housing 
units. That’s what we're being told anyway... 

Speaking of accessible housing ideas: 
Riverview Hospital in B.C.’s Lower Mainland 
may be the future home for some of 
Vancouver's estimated 1,500 homeless with 
mental illnesses, according to an article in the 
Tri-City News by Sarah Payne, dated May 27. 

The dwindling mental facility has the 
backing of Vancouver Mayor Sam Sullivan, 
B.C. Premier Gordon Campbell, Health 
Minister George Abbott and Coquitlam Coun. 
Mae Reid, to be reopened as a home for the 
mentally ill living on the streets. If approved, 
the refurbishing would include semi-inde- 
pendent living units where tenants would be 
able to come and go as they please but “still 
receive the support they need,” according the 
article. 

Edmonton is more than capable of doing 
the same thing with vacant properties. Forget 
building new properties - fix up the old ones 
first, such as schools that aren’t being used 
anymore, but which contain perfectly good 
washroom and kitchen facilities. 

In the end, the media can’t be objective 
until we hear the city’s real side of the story. 
For that matter, we can’t be objective in the 
first place when our friends and neighbors 
are kicked to the curb and living in shelters 
and on the streets. Soon enough a genuine 
pandemic will be upon us penne of how 
many “affordable housing units” are being 
built, and everyone will wonder what they 
did to deserve this. 


ne crisis, SOS at the 
ature grounds 


The council's report based on Statistics 
Canada data showed that “there is a 30 year 
trend of inequality”. Even two years ago the 
richest 10 per cent of families owned 60 per 
cent of all household wealth; the average 
family from the middle group relies on lines 
of credit to pay bills while the poorest 20 per 
cent cannot afford basic survival needs. 

The unequal division of equity/resources, 
which starve the poor and feed the rich, sus- 
tains a social crisis. The correlation between 
poverty, inequality, health and inadequate 
housing is so apparent that even university 
undergrad students are permitted to write 
about it as it observable. In other words, the 
crisis is in our faces. The faces of those suffer- 
ing this socio-economic crisis are no longer 
those of strangers; increasingly they are the 
faces of our neighbors and family members 
who are forced into the crevice that divides 
the haves from the have-nots. 

The number of marginalized groups and 
individuals in Alberta has increased; it is high 
enough to be a force to be reckoned with. The 
SOS protest is the third protest focussed on 
housing at the legislature in June alone. 
Protesters included all stakeholders, the 
housed, the homeless and those at risk. The 
collective action against the current housing 
crisis is a trend, which I suspect will continue. 





Homeless 
campers need 
homes now 


Tent city campers evicted 
from behind Bissell Centre 


By Linda Dumont 


The Bissell Centre was forced to play “hot 
potato” and remove homeless people camped 
in the parking lot behind Bissell Centre East on 
June 14, in response to orders from Capital 
Health. For most of the campers this is just one 
more move among many, and unless there is 
some change, it will not be the last move. 

Bissell’s executive director Shelley 
Williams said, “I’ve shed tears today. The sit- 
uation is these people have been bumped from 
Mary Burlie Park to the lot behind the Bissell 
Centre, then to behind Bissell East. We let them 
stay there for the past few weeks because the 
city was to have an emergency response. We 
gave them 24 hours notice and we closed the 
Bissell early so staff could help them move. 
We're hoping this will precipitate some action. 
We need services right now.” 

“Passing campers around the city with all 
their belongs is simply denying their humanity. 
We have no suggestions for where they can go! 
All of the campers are asking and are scared 
they are just going to keep getting bumped. 
This has got to stop and an alternative must be 
put forth immediately for the short term. 
Longer term permanent housing can be put 
into place within the next four months. We are 
a can-do province and a can-do city. Hopefully 
something good will come of this tragedy,” 
she added. 

On June 8, Capital Health gave notice to 
the Bissell that unless they provided portable 
toilets, water and waste disposal for gray 
water, a sheriff and police would be sent in to 
remove the campers. Williams said providing 
these services is not an option since Bissell, as 
a non-profit agency, is already stretched to the 
limit financially. She said permanent housing 
is the solution, not parking lots, river valleys, 
or shelters, but moving people into their own 
homes along with appropriate supports when 
needed. 

Bissell staff helped people load their pos- 
sessions into shopping carts, take down tents, 
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A makeshift home with belongings sits o 


and then move to the lot just west of the 
Bissell Centre. Ken, who has worked with the 
Bissell for four years, said this was the worst 
day he’s ever had at work. 

Camper Leonard Swayne sat in an arm- 
chair, his crutches beside him waiting for help 
with the move. He said, “They just came here 
this morning and said ‘You have to leave’. 
We're moving over west of the Bissell Centre, 
and we'll be able to stay there for a few days. 
A lot of us are alcoholics and drug addicts so 
we can’t work. I used to have a $12,000 a 
month job and now I can’t even buy a room 
at the Salvation Army.” 

Swayne estimated that with the people 
sleeping in about 15 tents, and others who 
came in at night with their blankets, about 170 
people were sleeping in the parking lot. Some 
of them moved to a lot a block north, but 
were removed by police later the same day. 
As of June 23, there were 33 tents along the 
fence lines of the lot west of the Bissell Centre. 
Capital Regional Health brought four Johnny- 
on-the-spots to the lot on June 23, which also 
provided a place for the campers to wash up. 
Bissell is distributing donations from the food 
bank to help meet the needs of the campers - 
women’s care packages, water and sports 
drinks. The campers have been policing 
themselves and keeping the site clean. 

The mayor’s chief of staff Patricia Misutka 


utside the Bissell Centre June 19. 
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said the city is has been in contact with all the 
social agencies and is putting together a 
report to the province and will be meeting 
with the minister of municipal affairs and 
housing. 

“The province did give some money for 
transitional housing like shelters, but only to 
build structures,” she said. “In the short term 
we’ ve convinced them to pay for opening the 
200 beds in the shelters for the next couple of 
months. They are open all winter anyway, but 
obviously we need a lot more. We are still 
working on an emergency response, but put- 
ting up porta-potties just attracts a tent city 
which is not an option.” 

Misutka also added that the shelters are 
not always filled to capacity, because some 
people prefer to sleep outside. That is because 
people want to have homes, not shelter beds. 

Edmonton Street News spoke with people 
camping in tents and sleeping outside, and 
was told by couples and families that they 
want to be able to stay together, which is not 
possible within the existing shelter system, and 
they want to be able to keep their belongings. 
One family with two children has been camp- 
ing by the river for more than a month, get- 
ting up early in the morning to make sure the 
children are in school. If they were to go into 
shelters, the parents would be separated and 
the children would be placed in foster care. 


First Edmonton Street News fundraiser a good show 


By Cindy Smith 


The first annual fundraiser for Edmonton 
Street News was held on June 15, 2007 at 6:30 
p-m. at Sharafa’s Samosa House Restaurant 
(formerly Pacific Cafe) at 10874 97 St. 

The annual was held to increase public 
awareness of the need to help and contribute 
with financial support to the newspaper. The 
paper is always in financial need and has 
severe constraints to even publish the most 
basic of papers and items of news interest that 
reflect lower socioeconomic groups of the 
Edmonton area — especially the homeless, the 
elderly, the lower working class and immigrants 
who are frequently in impoverished circum- 
stances when they are first attempting to fit 
into the Canadian work world, culture and 
environment. 

A superb dinner was served and cooked 


by Sharafa, with help from Mohammed to 
give the guests one of the finest samplings of 


‘truly appetizing and very fine Somali food 


including samosa, a rice and chicken dish 
with spices, salads and fresh fruits. 

Awards were presented after recognition 
of the work that Linda Dumont is doing at the 
newspaper; Pedro Schultz was awarded the 
PIHI Humanitarian of the Year by the Project 
International Hope Institute for Human Rights 
of Alberta and Canada for 2007 and Paul 
Bellanger of Edson Alberta was awarded the 
Special Recognition Award for his hard work, 
effort and endeavors to solve the human crisis 
of homelessness in his developmental work as 
a environmental architect. 

Paul has worked with the straw bale 
housing design for environmental energy 
preservation and maintenance of a world to 
benefit mankind. He will be going to California 


this fall to share his ideas and construction 
philosophies with the Governor of the State 
of California who has moved rapidly ahead 
to seek environmentally sound ideas to bene- 
fit the post Kyoto world. Jim Gurnett spoke 
up at the meeting to say that he would like to 
help present the ideas of the small scale envi- 
ronmental packages that Mr. Bellanger has 
developed to the City of Edmonton, as a way to 
solve the homeless crisis here in Edmonton. 
Our thanks goes out to Leon Brown for 
providing donations to the silent auction that 
helped raise funds for the newspaper. Anyone 
who still wants to contribute that could not 
make the meeting or wishes to buy art that 
will be used in helping the objectives of the 
newspaper is encouraged to call Mr. Brown at 
481 8286. Thank you everyone for your help. 
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Pastor Pedro Schultz, in his own words 


By Allan Sheppard 

Self-described street pastor, Pedro Schultz, has gained some media 

prominence and a bit of notoriety through his efforts to help 
| Edmonton’s inner city homeless and cine attention to their plight. 

On one occasion, he helped organize homeless Edmontonians to 
sleep in tents in front of city hall in protest against the closure of 200 
emergency shelter beds at the Hope Mission, effective May 1. The 
protest was partially successful: the beds were reopened for May and 
again for June. But some media coverage suggested — Schultz says 
incorrectly —the protesters left human waste and other litter behind 
when they departed. 

On another occasion, while trying to help homeless people who 
were being evicted from tents on city parkland near the Bissell Centre, 
Schultz hit, but did not injure, a police officer with his car. He was 
arrested and spent a day in jail as a result of that incident. 

Now on bail pending trial in the fall, Schultz met me in early June 
to talk about his background and his life and views as a street pastor. 


On being a Christian 


By Pedro Schultz 


I’ve been a Christian since age 12. I made a firm decision that I 
wanted Christ to be the centre of my life, instead of myself, and I 
haven't regretted it. 

I consider myself anti-religious, because I believe following the 
| rules or going to a church building doesn’t change a person. But a 
| relationship has a profound influence, or can have a profound influ- 
| ence, on someone. To have a relationship with the Creator, with the 
| God who is everywhere, who can do anything and who loves us per- 
fectly, has had a really great effect on my life. Because of that, I want 
| to share His love with others. 

I grew up ina stable, loving Christian home. I’ve had a lot of love 

| from my parents. They never lied to me or each other. They never had 

| any addictions. They were faithful to each other. I got a lot of loving 

| and good healthy discipline. So I felt it was unfair that I had such a 

| good life (while) most of the people in the inner city didn’t have 

anything close to what I had. 

On becoming a street pastor 

I was diagnosed as bipolar when I was in Bible school in Camrose 

| over 30 years ago. I had a good psychiatrist, who was also a pastor. 

| He could understand me theologically, as well as from the other 

dimensions. I could trust him. He urged me to get a job and stay with 

| it for two years, even if I didn’t like it. 

I got a job at the Edmonton Journal in the printing department, and 
I stayed there for two years. But to me, that was too empty, because 
| nearly everybody was working only for money. It was good payia : 

secure job, but it was too shallow a life. 

There was a place called the Coffee Cup Inn on the corner of 97th 
Street and Jasper Avenue. I used to jog from the Journal to the Coffee 
Cup Inn at 3 a.m. for my coffee break. I got to know some people, and 
I would spend the night there sometimes. I asked the manager if 

| there was a chance I could work, and he said, “Well, if you want to 

| wash dishes. It’s minimum wage.” 

I said, “Let me think and pray about it.” The next time I came in, 
I asked him again. He said, “You can start tomorrow.” I said, “No, I 
want to give two weeks’ notice.” 

When I went back to the Journal, they all thought I was crazy 
leaving a good paying, secure job to work at the worst joint in 

| Edmonton. My parents were concerned, and others, too. But it was the 
best move I ever made. It got me out of the rut of seeing work as the 
main focus in life. 

I took a couple of courses in social work, and I trained as a 
licensed practical nurse. I have worked for 30 years as a practical 
nurse, and that has been my source of income. I work part time most 
of that time, to have more flexibility to be able to work with people in 
the inner city. 

Being a street pastor gradually developed from what I was prac- 
tically doing. A pastor is someone who spends time with a small 
group of people helping them in their relationship with God, as 
compared to a street preacher, who stands on a corner and preaches 
the Gospel. I care about the sheep, that they eat enough, they get 
enough to drink, that all areas of their needs are taken care of. 

On lessons learned 

I’ve had so little negative experience. I expected in the first year 
that I would be beat up or go to jail or something. But I’ve had such 
positive response from so many people. And people have respected 
me and stood up for me. 

I got kicked out of my place about a year ago because the manag- 


er didn’t like me let- 
ting people stay 
overnight, knowing 
that some of them 
had been, or still 
were, drug addicts. 
When | got kicked 
out, a couple of 
drug-addict friends 
of mine—one of 
them was a woman 
I had helped out for 
17 years —said, 
“Why not move in 
with us? We'll let 
you stay with us for 
free, and you can 
help us stay clean.” 
After a week, he 
went to jail. But she 
said I could still 
stay there. Then a 
few days later, she 
wanted $30 for 
drugs. I said, “No, 
I'm not helping. I 
don’t support 
drugs.” Then she 
said, “Well, get 
out.” 
It was 2 a.m. 
She threw me and 
my stuff out. I went 
to the Hope Mission. They had a sign in that they were full. I went 
down to the Single Men’s hostel, and they wouldn’t even answer the 
door. I could see people in the hallway. I went down to the George 
Spady Centre. They said, “You haven't been drinking, we can't let you 
in.” But they made a call to the Single Men’s Hostel, and they said, 


_“We're all out beds and all our mats are full, but if yeu want to just lie 


down on the floor, we'll let you do that.” 

That was a good experience for me, to realize what some of my 
friends are facing. 

And now with the experience of being incarcerated for a day, I’m | 
glad for that experience, too. 

Two characters I really admire are Joseph in 1 the Old Testament, and 
St. Paul, who wrote most of the letters in the New Testament. They 
both did time in jail, and they both benefited from that. And many 
other people benefited from their time in jail, as well. If both I and 
other people can benefit from me being in jail, then I want to be in jail. 
It’s more important to me what happens to the homeless people than 
what happens to me. 

On possible solutions to poverty and homelessness 

It used to be that the Christians did the most for the poor. Then 
the government took over some of it. Now the government has pulled 
back more, I believe it would be of greater benefit if sincere Christians 
got more involved in helping the poor. A lot of churches have spent 
millions of dollars on buildings, and a lot of those buildings aren't used 
more than ten to twenty hours a week. 

I would like to see Christians take the initiative on a personal basis. 
One of the things that I’ve been suggesting is to make a list of all the 
needs of homeless people and a list of all the things people are willing 
to do for homeless people, such as contributing blankets, or food, or — 
tents, or whatever. We could put them in contact with each other. ; 

Other people have § a lot of compassion for pepe that are addi é 


bigger éhiari mine, then you're my neighbor, and I help x6 : 
used the example of the Good Samaritan to CI what tl 
bor was. 


parents when he was three. He grew up and has lived most of his Ii 
Edmonton. He is 59. 


(Note: Pedro Schultz’s comments have been condensed and € 
the original transcript.) . ; 
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Tent city: Campers outside the Bissell Centre on eviction day, June 19. 


The case for camping 


By Jim Gurnett 


Camping. Now that’s an activity as 
Canadian as hockey or making maple syrup. 
As I write this article, I’ve just been out in the 
shed digging out my tent and gear to head up 
to North Country Fair in a few days and camp 
out with a few hundred others in a nice 
meadow for a weekend of music. One summer 
while I was building a house, my whole family — 
including four children, a few goats and a dog— 
all lived in a ramshackle camp of a few tents 
and a little shed for cooking —and I was a 
“respected” community member, a school 
principal. Fifty years ago, as a kid part of 
summer was time at a Bible camp, living in a 
tent. 

Yet somehow in Edmonton, it’s now terrible 
to suggest we design a dignified way for poor 
people to live in a campground. Those against 
the idea try to frighten us with horror stories 
that trot out their version of what happened in 
Toronto a few years ago, or even more vague 
tales, which are more urban myth than reality. 

Edmonton has, wisely, over the past few 
years created a comprehensive community 
plan for housing that describes a wide range 
of housing needs, including emergency shelters, 
transitional housing, supported and special 
needs housing, and more. It doesn’t include a 
camping option, but the time has come to add 
this piece to the recipe in a thoughtful and 
sensible way. It will address the housing needs 
of people who are currently being forced into 
some lousy options. 

Camping is part of the history of this 
country. In last month’s issue of Edmonton 
Street News there was a reprint of a little article 
from an Edmonton newspaper more than 100 
years ago describing how tenting was used as 
a response to a housing crisis at the time. Look 
in any history book and you will see this has 
been a way for people with a temporary need 
for shelter to have places of their own. 

When there is no remotely affordable 
housing for people without much money in 
town, shelters are filled beyond capacity (and 
not a viable choice for many, such as couples 
not wanting to be split up). With more people 
coming to shelters all the time, some will be 
motivated to create their own housing. 
Currently this is disorganized, dangerous and 


disruptive. It is happening in back lanes and 
other corners of space here and there and 
scattered through the parkland; it is always 
having to pack up and re-establish yourself. It 
is a very stressful way to live for those involved. 
A proper campground, with sanitation and 
toilet facilities, places to store and prepare 
food, places to lock up valuables, some security, 
a sense of community where people support 
each other and develop rules of living together — 
this would be a decent little transitional home 
for many. It would not reduce the need for a 


“serious effort to make a lot more modest low- 


cost affordable housing available, places in 
buildings where people could be at home. But 
it would be a much better way to deal with 
things than letting the current disorder con- 
tinue. And some of the current responses that 
involve throwing those camping out of where 
they are, despite there being no alternatives, 
are simply inhumane. 

Edmonton could join a few progressive 
municipalities in North America by acting on 
this. City Council in Oakland, California is 
preparing to move forward with such a 
planned deliberate option for poor people. 
Seattle has done the same in the past on private 
and church owned land. A group in Victoria is 
also designing a plan. There are good locations 
in Edmonton that would not be in high visibility 
areas for those concerned about “appearances”, 
but with friendly green space and good access 
for emergency services. 

For thousands of years, people made camps 
in the beauty of Edmonton’s river valley. They 
were places where people on the move from 
many places could come together and share 
with each other. You can go to the museum and 
see the evidence of this dug up by archeologists. 
What an appropriate continuation of this tra- 
dition for our city council to show leadership 
in making this possible again. How much better 
it would be than setting up camp on a vacant 
lot in the evening, unsure if ruffians will come 
along and harass you during the night, knowing 
you will be made to take it all down and move 
on the next morning and trudge the streets with 
everything in a grocery cart until the next 
evening. 

Camping. It’s time to see it as a way some 
choose, or need, to live for a while and to let it 
happen with dignity and safety, rather than 


is Thies we 





treat it as a social blight. City council needs to 
know the idea makes sense. And the way to 
make sure they know is to call them, or call 
the city’s Citizen Action Line at 496-8200. 


PETER GOLDRING 


Member of Parliament 
Edmonton East 


Affordable Rental Housing Solutions Needed 


The vacancy rate today is 5 per cent and it seems almost im- 
possible to find an affordable place to live, as the average rent 
in the city has crossed the $800 mark and is expected to rise to 
$1,000 before the end of the year. 


A person making $15 hourly, spending 30% of their take home 
pay on housing wouldn't be able to afford apartment rent. 
Where are they supposed to go? 


| think it's time all levels of government worked together and 
took a hard look at solutions for what is rapidly becoming a cri- 
Sis. 


As | see it, we need to encourage the private sector rental 
housing industry to do what it does best. The demand for new 
rental apartments is obviously there as our population continues 
to grow. But construction of new rental units is just not happen- 
ing. Instead existing apartments are being converted to expen- 
sive condominiums for resale. 


The question governments need to ask is: what has happened? 


Have private sector developers been discouraged by excessive 

municipal building and operating fee charges? Shortage of 
land? Unnecessary Zoning restrictions? Is there too much com- 
petition from non-profit housing groups that make private sector 
affordable housing an unattractive investment? Are municipal, 
provincial and federal taxes too high? Are taxation regimes con- 
ducive to encouraging a healthy private sector rental industry? 
Are incentives needed? 


All three levels of government need to ask these questions, not 
just of themselves but also of developers and property manage- 
ment groups. 


Let's put everything on the table for discussion with the private 
sector rental industry. | believe together we can find a solution if 
we are willing to put aside any pre-conceived agendas and work 
together for the common good. 


We owe it to the citizens of Edmonton to do all we can by en- 
couraging affordable rental housing. 


What do you think? 


495-3261 





www.petergoldring.ca 
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Letter to Ed Stelmach 


The author of this letter to Premier Ed Stelmach 
likes to share his views with the honourable ladies 
and gentlemen of the Alberta Cabinet. This is one 
of his correspondences. Watch for further letters 
in future issues of ESN. 


Dear Ed, 

Bravo! You are finished your first per- 
formance in a session at the Alberta Legislature 
and you played it like a pro. You've got things 
set up now to assure you of many more chances 
to sit in that middle seat. 

The results of the byelections in the final 
week were icing on your cake too. Let’s look 
at them first: That lovely win for the Liberals 
in Calgary guarantees you will be going up 
against Mr. Boring Academic, Kevin Taft, in the 
next provincial election. And if that’s not good 
news for a guy like you, who’s just a bit on the 
flat side personality-wise, I don’t know what is. 

If you guys had held the seat, the internal 
Liberal politics would have turfed Taft and a 
draft-Bronconnier movement could have meant 
you would have been up against a smart 
opponent in next year’s general election. But 
now that Taft has won one for the team, there’s 
no way he won't get the chance to take them 
through the big one. And there you go—it'’s 
no contest when the choices are a real, sincere 
ordinary farmer, or a boring egghead who is 
clearly too ‘ivory tower’ to have any idea how 
to run a province. 

It is so sweet to see media commentators 
babbling on about there being a big wave of 
discontent with you and the Tory government. 
They aren’t noticing that there was no change 
in Liberal voting in Calgary from the last 
election. It was just that enough Tory voters 
spend the evening working in the garden or 
going to the kid’s soccer game instead of vot- 


ing. That doesn’t say anything about a shift 
away from acceptance of the party running 
things, but just a bit of perverse humour to 
nudge you to come up with some little goodies 
for Calgary, to restore their hurt pride at not 
having everyone in the province grumbling 
about what an important place Calgary is. I’m 
sure you know there’s nothing at all to worry 
about — it’s just part of the fine tuning that 
needs to be done with the change of guard, not 
the beginning of a palace revolution. 

That other byelection over in Drumheller 
was a pretty clear statement that no big changes 
are pending. Interesting that the media pundits 
shrugged that one off, and couldn’t find much 
to say about it except that it showed how rural 
Alberta is out of step with the direction the 
province is going. What that spectacular win 
showed, as you and I know well, is that there 
are a heck of a lot of Albertans who think the 
Tories are doing just fine and you are the man. 
The folks who had seen (despite his slick efforts 
to hide it) that Ralph was really an urban liberal 
underneath it all, and who were ready to 
replace a party that was no longer truly Tory 
with one that was, will all be back now that 
they know you are in the driver’s seat. 

Ed, I'll be surprised if there are any seats 
outside Edmonton and Calgary in next year’s 
election where any other candidates even get 
their deposits back. 

Also, there was the whole spring session 
of the Legislature too. Such a smooth mix of 
low-key fuzziness. I can’t remember when the 
highlight of a session was a bill that was not 
even passed, the way you managed with that 
last minute introduction of the public smoking 
ban! You did some good history research to 
learn from the lessons of things like seatbelt 
legislation— you know the folks that don’t want 


government interference will need to talk tough 
for a bit, but that in the end the new legislation 
will just gently become a part of life, and that 
once you get outside the big population centres 
there will be an informal approach to it all 
that will have no political cost to you at all. 
Letting a big city guy like Hancock be the 
champion of it is a good move too. 

I like the way you have managed to find 
the middle ground as premier, Ed. You haven't 
tried at all to be another Ralph, with lots of 
attention towards you as the big shot. But you 
haven't hidden away and snuck in and out 
back doors as some other barely competent 
leaders have resorted to. You've just kept on 
being plain old Ed, so there’s been nothing to 
focus on and everything has fallen flat, passed 
and unnoticed. 

Look at all the big fuss about housing — 
you didn’t have to do anything, and now 
everyone is getting on with figuring out how 
to deal with the issue without government 
interference. The real failures who are in serious 
problems with housing are so irrelevant to 
most Albertans that they will never be the 
catalyst for any significant outcry —we know 
they’ve made their own beds and it’s not up to 
the rest of us to look after them. And your 
landlord pals, after a momentary overreaction, 
have regrouped and figured out how to keep 
moving ahead making obscene profits without 
having to alarm the rest of us that there is 
anything too extreme going on. 

Yes, Ed, these past weeks of the spring 
session have more than reassured me that all is 
in good hands with you. Hope you'll have a 
fine summer on the community picnic circuit 
and not be bothered too much by mosquitoes 


as you munch on hot dogs. Congratulations, 
Ted White 





Left: Edmonton Street News vendor Willy 
Antoine displays a stack of ESN papers along the 
street. Antoine recently was the victim of a ran- 
dom attack and robbery by a group of five 
teenagers. 


Children attack 


elderly man in 
an alley 


By Linda Dumont 


In the afternoon on or about June 3, my 
daughter and I were on our way out to the 
grocery store when we passed a group of five 
youths that appeared to be 10 to 14 years of 
age, headed towards the alley behind our 
house. They were wearing dark clothing, 
some with caps on backwards. My daughter 
recognized one of them, and since we knew 
he had been in the Edmonton Young 
Offenders Centre for theft and drugs, she 
asked, “Did you lock up the garage?” 

I decided to check, so I drove around 
the block, past a gray haired man in a red 
shirt who was carrying two books. I circled 


~ back and as I drove up the alley, I saw the 


five youths pounding and kicking the gray 
haired man who was down on the ground. 
As I approached, the kids scattered. The man 
slowly got to his feet. He said he was “OK” 
and didn’t need any help. 





Youth attack homeless man 


By Linda Dumont 


Willy Antoine still had a black eye and a 
pounding headache when he recalled being 
beaten and robbed by five youth at about 9 
p-m. on June 6, in the Whyte Avenue area. 
Earlier that day, Antoine had been released 
from the University Hospital where he spent 
six days following another beating that 
resulted in a serious head injury. He 
described the youths as “white kids, between 
18 and 20 years of age. 

Antoine said, “They were all bigger than 
me. One held me down and the others came 
up to punch me in the face. They stole my 
bag and my prescription from my pocket. I’m 
over 40. They were just kids and I don’t want 
to fight because I don’t want to go back to the 
pen. 

After the beating, Antoine found a blan- 
ket and a piece of sponge and slept in the 
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bushes. When he got up the next morning, he 
was dizzy and his head was pounding, so he 
slept all day and then went to the hospital the 
following day. 

“T told the doctor what happened and 
they took facial X-rays and a CT scan. I lay 
down and they gave me Valium and T-3’s. 
About 2:30, the doctor said he had good news 
- everything looked fine. I had lunch and 
then took off,” he said. 

Antoine was born in Fort Simpson, 
Northwest Territories, where he went to a 
residential school. He is an Edmonton Street 
News vendor in the Old Strathcona area. 
Antoine said the youth might have believed 
he was affiliated with a gang, but he is not in 
any gang. 

For safety, Antoine said he tries to hang 
out with friends during the daytime, and at 
night he sleeps in a place where nobody will 
find him. 
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McDougall Church speaker series ends on homelessness — 


By Gail Kelly 


The McDougall Church Speaker Series 
ended its season June 14 with keynote speaker 
Jim Gurnett, who spoke on the issue of housing. 

Gurnett is the executive director of the 
Mennonite Centre for Newcomers, and sits on 
a variety of boards concerned with housing 
and volunteerism, such as the Alberta 
Housing Coalition and Edmonton Committee 
of Volunteer Organizations (ECVO). Other 
speakers included MLA Michael Farris, a 
member of the Alberta Housing Task Force, 
Sarah Crummy, constituency manager for MLA 
Laurie Blakeman, retired pastor Donald 
Mayne, John Henry Weinlick, with Pastor 
Gordon Oakes hosting. 

“The original meaning of “home’,” 
Gurnett said, “is a place that we can rest our 
heads and feel safe.” Then he asked the audi- 
ence to imagine what their day might be like 
if they had no home to live in. 

In reflecting on his question, I began to 
feel frustration, aimlessness, and alienation. 
Next, I thought about the cold, wet nights. 
Then I thought about something told to me by 
Paul Koe, a survivor of residential school and 


a 20-year military veteran, who has been 
homeless most of his life. When I asked Paul 
how he managed to sleep in the wet and 
cold, he said, “I don’t move. I lay motionless 
until I disappear into the dirt and sky and 
surrender to Mother Earth.” Then he laughed 
and added, “I have to get drunk to do it.” 

There are better ways to address the 
housing shortage, beyond profound forgive- 
ness and self-desensitizing. 

“T do not apologize when I say this is a 
social crisis,” Gurnett informed the audience. 
“Tt is time to take action against it. We need a 
plan. We need education. We do not need 
shelters, but decent housing - for everyone - 
so all may live a stable, safe, healthy and spir- 
itual life. These humiliations - of having no 
place to live - is deserving of no one! In 2005, 
32 people died homeless in Edmonton. The 
next year, 41 died. People are dying from being 
run over by vehicles while they sleep behind 
restaurants underneath cardboard. Is this the 
kind of Edmonton we are prepared to allow?” 

Gurnett supports the 1% Plan for Homes 
for All, which calls for a fraction of government 
spending. He reminded the audience that the 
government slashed the social housing pro- 


gram down to $0 in 1993. Among those 
affected the most are seniors, singles with 
children, immigrants, and Aboriginals. Fifteen 
per cent of the children in this city live in 
poverty as do 50 per cent of all immigrants; 
25 per cent of all people who work in this city 
earn less that $12 an hour; 6,000 are on the list 
for subsidized housing (with a two year wait.) 
Now we face the consequence of shortsight- 
edness that has become a social crisis. 

“The crisis must be a shared responsibili- 
ty - and charity is not enough’, he told the 
audience. “Charity dilutes the magnitude of 
the problem. We need more than charity. And 
we need to be more than a disconnected bunch 
with separate plans. We are in this together; 
we need to work together; and we need a 
common voice. A housing plan makes good 
economic sense yet we are the only country in 
the developed world that does not have a 
housing plan!” 

Finally, Sarah Crummy, Laurie Blakeman’s 
legislative assistant, invited us to call or write 
to our MLA and tell our story. “Community is 
not something that we can take for granted,” 
she said. “We need to hear from you.” 


NDP continue fight 
for housing 


By Lindsay Clermont 


Photo: Gail Kelly 


Emotions were high as fed-up Edmontonians 
vented their housing and rental frustrations to 
Alberta NDP leader Brian Mason. 

Nearly 150 people filled the room at Stanley 
A. Milner Library during an NDP-hosted housing 
forum, one of many in the past few months. 

Among the speakers were Mason, executive 
director of Edmonton City Centre Church Michael 
Farris, and a potentially homeless Jessica Fox. 

Fox, along with her husband and baby daugh- 
ter, had nowhere to live following a $1,200 rent 
increase and subsequent eviction from their 
Edmonton basement suite. According to Fox, their 
landlord gave them the boot and even refused to 
see a dime of the family’s $1,695 monthly rent, 
leaving the young family no choice but to pack 
up everything and move back east to Ontario. 

“I’m not uneducated, I’m not insane, and I’m 
not lazy. And I still have nowhere to go,” an emo- 
tional Fox told the room. “No matter how hard | 
try, I still end up homeless.” 

Mason claimed that tenants have been “badly 
hurt from the government's mismanagement” 
and generally ignored. 

The NDP’s proposed ministry of housing and 
guidelines for emergency housing have been on 
the table even when the Klein government was in 
power, according to Mason. 

Among the NDP’s affordable housing ideas 
are rent increase guidelines, similar to those of 
B.C. and Ontario. The party also advocates limit- 
ing annual rent increases to the consumer price 
index plus two per cent. However, landlords 
would be able to increase rents under agreed cir- 
cumstances, such as increases in taxes or utilities, 
or to recover costs of renovations or improve- 
ments. 

Edmonton is looking at an expected rent 
increase of another 20 per cent by 2008. As well, 
housing prices jumped by an average of 50 per 
cent last year, while rents increased 13.4 per cent. 
The Stelmach government has refused to imple- 
ment rent controls in Alberta, despite continuous 
activism and an increased homeless population 
coupled with limited and unaffordable housing. 


Watchin & wal ting: An unidentified man leans against a sign post 
along Whyte Avenue while puffing on a cigarette. 
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New housing 
group making 
progress 


By Lindsay Clermont 


Albertans Demand Affordable Housing 
(ADAH) is a group recently formed in May 
2007, made up of friends, colleagues and 
acquaintances who “just started talking and 
wanted to do something,” according to ADAH 
member Ashley Markus. 

The group is a powerful one, with an ulti- 
mate goal of attaining universal housing in 
Alberta. 

ADAH is passionate about their cause 
and the deteriorating Alberta housing market. 
Their handbill states their demands as: 25 per 
cent of new development allocated for afford- 
able housing, provincial rent controls, and 
that one per cent of the federal and provincial 
budget be used to develop more affordable 
housing. 

“We hope to mobilize homeless and those 
pee nnn nn nn nnn nn en nana nn en nnn en ene en nn nnn nnn anaes ese=as affected by the housing crisis in a non-parti- 


Can’t find Edmonton Street News on the street? {| Sonvionment/’ said Greg Farrants, ADAH 


member. 
Get a years subscription for $30. Send a cheque or money order In their handbill, ADAH also refers to one 
to: Linda Dumont 


of the most important articles from the UN 
Declaration of Human Rights: that all people 
Edmonton Street News 
9533 106A Ave 


have the right to adequate housing (article 
Edmonton, Alberta 


25). 
5H 059 
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Home is where we lay our head: a man rests his head on an abandoned 
couch in the middle of an empty lot in the Boyle McCauley area on the afternoon of May 14, 2007. 





ADAH is a key player in organizing the 
‘very successful June 27 affordable housing 
‘rally held at the Legislature, and they plan on 
| holding more rallies throughout the summer. 
“] think the issue is provincial; a lot of 

i money, a lot of wealth seems to be individual- 
ized in this province,” said Farrants. “We 





[~~] Yes, please send me Edmonton Street News 


Name realize that Edmonton cannot carry this itself. 
It’s really a provincial thing.” 

Address “It’s creating a larger gap between the 
City Province rich and poor,” added Markus. 

ADAH has an e-mail address and mailing 
Postal Code. ahs Telephone list for anyone wanting more information 
Email about upcoming meetings or rallies. 

ns ne nn aie eR MMe we adah@lists.riseup.net 
adah@.riseup.net 


Bruce Miller 
Earn money! Become an Edmonton Street News vendor. To [Xinannenumetar 
sign up, contact Linda (428-0805) and arrange to have a photo [aaewtenan 
taken and a badge made. fie, Sips aa ae 
To pick up papers, call Linda (428-0805), ice ale ihe 
Pedro (289-2354), or ask Glen for papers on the street. 


Stop by the office at 9533 106A Ave., back entrance. 





Gamontow Street News and Gdmontonw artists meetlng 
Get together and meet others who write and do art in Edmonton 
When: Every Friday at 6:30 p.m. to 8 p.m. 
Where: Samosa Restaurant (old Pacific Cafe) at 10874 97St., just north of Downtown 
Good coffee, good veggies, great African food, drinks, etc. Good times, good ideas! 
We will collect a dollar or two at the door and give it to Mohammed, tell him how many people are there, 
and he will make a “sampler plate.” 
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